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ON A 


PAMPHLET LATELY PUBLISHED 
BY DR. PRICE, 


In a Letter to a Member of Parliament. 


5 IR, 
SEND you fome Remarks upon Dr. Price’s 
Pamphlet, concerning which you do me the . 

honour to defire my opinion. A gentleman 

who gives his name to the Public is intitled to a 

have the faireft conftruction put upon his words, te 

and I fhall be extremely forry if, in differing 
from Dr. Price, any expreffion efcape from me 
that is too abrupt for the refpect that is due to 
him. , As I ama mere commentator, I am likely 
to beas dull as the reft of my fraternity, but fhall, 
neverthelefs, abide by the order, and confine 
myfelf to the matter, that is fuggefted by my 
Author. | 


You 


[oe Saceal 


You will pleafe to obferve, that the Doctor 
re(ts his argument on a definition of: Civil Li- 
berty, which is therefore a principal fubje& of 
thefe Remarks. He confiders Liberty under 
four general divifions, Phyfical Liberty, Moral 

Liberty, Religious Liberty, and Civil Liberty *. 
ae Aire is the principle of |pontaneity. The fe- 

sthe power of following our own fenfe of 
vight ae wrong. The third, the power of exer~ 
cif ing the religion we like bef. And thefourth, 
or Civil Liberty, is the power of a civil foctety or 
fiate to govern itfelf by its own difcretion. 

The Doctor, in the following inference from 
all thefe definitions collated together, puts Li- 
eh in contradiftinétion to Reftraint, and 
makes Reftraint, in every cafe, the effence of 
Slavery. Inall thefe cafes, he fays, there is a 
force which flands oppofed to the agent's own will, 
and which, as far as it operates, produces fervitudes 
And he concludes the whole deduétion with ob-. 
ferving, that as far as in any inftance the operation 
of any caufe comes in to refirain the power of felf- 
government, fo far flavery is' introduced. Nor da. 
Ithink, he adds, that a precifer idea than this of . 
ag and Slavery ¢ can be formed. 
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I-am under the neceffity, however, of owning, | 
that this‘idea is fomewhat perplexing to. me v 
It dees not appear, that upon this idea of Li- i 
P berty any civil community can be formed with: 
out introducing flavery. For even where the 


collective body are fovereigns, they are feldom 
: . unanimous, and the minority muft ever fubmit ~ 
| toa power that {ftands oppofed to their own will, 


In this, however, the lofs of Liberty may be 
fappofed-unavoidable; for it is common to fay, 
that men, by entering into fociety, give up a 


part of their Natural Liberty. 


But there is yet another difficulty. If Liberty 
be oppofed to Reftraint, | am afraid it is incons | 
fiftent with the great end of civil government 

| itfelf, which is to give people fecurity from the 
| . effe&t of crimes and diforders, and to preierve 
the peace of mankind. 


The Liberty of any fingle man, in this fenfe of 
| a freedom from reftraint, would be the fervitude 
of all. In Turkey, perhaps ia Brandenburgh, 


there are perfons who pretend to this Liberty ; 


| but I believe: that.no one can devife a more 
plentiful fource..of flavery than this. The Li- 
berty of every feparate diftri& or corporation in 
a ftate would be national independence; and as 
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tar as the humour for it fhould fpread, would 
threaten every community with the lofs of every 
incorporated member that has a pretence for 
feparation, ora fancy to fet up for itfelf, 

I confefs I am fomewhat furprifed that 
Dr. Price, who quotes Montefquieu with fo 
much regard on other occafions, fhould have 
overlooked what he has faid on this. Among 
the other miftaken notions of Liberty, this cele- 
brated writer obferves, That fome have confounded 
the Power of the people with the Liberty of the 
people*. That in democracies the people feem to do 
what they pleafe,; but that Liberty does not confift 
in doing what we pleafe. It confifts in being free 
to do what we ought to incline, and in not being 
obliged to do what we ought not to incline+. ' We 
ought to remember, he continues, that Indepen- 
dence is one thing, and Liberty another. That if 
any citizen were free to do what he pleafed, this 
would be an extinétion of Liberty, for every one 
elfe would have the fame freedom +. 


If the Doétor perfift in his definition of Civil 
Liberty, it will be difficult to fupport the high 
encomium which he beftows upon it. For it 
would be a real curfe to numbers of mankind 


© L’Efprit des Loix, livre ij. c. 2. 
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to be left. to do what they pleafe. Certain in- 
frances we have had of this Liberty in the cafe 
‘of defpotic princes, who were taught to think 
that they had a right to do what they pleated ; 
but they were, in confequence of this Liberty, 
the completeft wretches that have appeared in 


the hiftory of mankind. 


Whether we fay or no with Montefquiecu, 
that the power of the people is not the liberty 
of the people, it may be faid with confidence, 
that the power of the people is not the happi- 
nefs of the people. Corrupt and vicious men, 
affembled in great bodies, cannot have a ereater 


curfe beftowed upon them, than the power of. 


coverning themfelves. 


It is poMible that the Doctor may have meant 
to qualify his definition and the encomium of 
Civil Liberty, by fuppofing, that it was pre- 
ceded by Moral Liberty; and if- he did, this 
would be rather an aukward way of informing 
us, that Liberty confifts in the freedom to do 
what is juft and innocent. In the mean time, 
and till Moral Liberty is fully eftablifhed in the 
world, we fhall do well to prepare forme re- 
ftraint for the inclinations of men, and be con- 
tented with a Liberty which fecures to us the 
poffeffion of our rights, while it reftrains us 
from invading the rights of others. 

, 2 Here, 
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Here, however, I am obliged ‘to look fort 
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ward fome pages *, and muft confefs, that the 
Doctor himfelf has qualified his defcription of 
Liberty in fome fuch manner 4s this: A free 
frate, he fays, at the fame time that it is free 
itfelf, makes all its members free, by excluding iz 
centioufne/s, and guarding their perfons and prot 
perly and good name againft infult. That is te 
fay, when we ‘bring together the two parts of 
the Doctor’s defcription, that a free fate pro- 
duces fervitude, to produce Liberty. Or, as 
he concludes the paragraph himfelf, that Ge- 
werument refirains Liberty, when ufed to deftroy 
Liberty. | 


This collifion of words, I confefs, renders the 
precifion of the Doétor’s former idea fomewhat 
fufpicious; but we muft be contented with the 
good meaning, and only regret, that the qualifi- 
cation of the general definition had not come - 


-fooner, and that it is not more uniformly kept 


in view through the piecé. If a writer fhould 
infift, that the inhabitants of St. Giles’s have a 
right to feize the houfes in Grofvenor Square, 
and afterwards, upon a difficulty ftated, fhould 
qualify his doctrine by faying, that he affirmed 
the right only on a fuppofition that they had 
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bought the fubjects in queftion, and had paid 
for them, his doctrine might be true on the 
whole ; but his manner of ftating it, by leaving 
out fo important a condition till it was required | 
: to folve an objection, efpecially if he dropt it,  &F 
afterwards through the whole of his argument . 
might appear fomewhat exceptionable. It 1s 


) probable that fome of the pargies concerned : i 
, would be in fuch hafte to avail themfelves of i 
| the right, that they would not ftay to think of & 
| the condition. And I apprehend with fome re- 

| 


| evet, that the Doctor may have readers who , 
will, reafon on his definition of Liberty, and : 
‘think themfelves entitled 'to.do what ‘they pleafe, 
without attending to the qualification that is af- 


q 


terwards brought to explain it. 


My. impatience to have a fatisfactory account i | 
of this important fubject, by collating together 
the defcriptions and limitations of my Author, 
has carried me a few pages too faft; I think: 
myfelf now, however, authorifed to conclude ! 
| with the cenfent of the Dottor, that Civil Li- 
| berty is not: precifely a power to do what we , 
pleafe, but the fecurity of our rights; and that , | 
a.perfon may be free, although contrary to his Ff 
own, will; he is obliged to pay his debts, and | \. 
even to contribute to the revenue of the ftate. | 
And if the Doétor infifts that Liberty fill implies | 


a 


) 
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a freedom from reftraint, he will pleafe to ob- 
ferye, that nothing can give a more complete 
freedom from unjuft reftraint, than the perfect 
fecuirity that we cannot be wronged. This is the 
freedom which Montefquieu holds forth to 
our efteem; and I prefume, it is that Liberty 
on which Dr. Price beftows his encomium, not- 
withftanding his apparent partiality to the free- 
dom of doing what we pleafe. J now return 
to the place at which I met my Author *. 


The Doétor, in every ftep of his argument, is 
fomewhat hurried by his own definition. Ja. 
every free frate, he fays, every man is his own 
legiflator: all taxes are free gifts for public 
fervices. It may be fair to afk in what part of 
the world fuch a ftate does, or ever did exift 
Or what fort of laws thieves and pickpockets 
are likely to make againft theft ? Or how much 
of his property the mifer is likely to bring to 
the coffers of the Public? 


In moft free ftates the populace have as 
much need to be guarded againft the effect of 
their own folly and errors, as againft the ufurp- 
ation of any other perfon whatever. And the 
effence of political Liberty is fuch an eftablifh- 
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fient as gives power to the wife, and fafety to 
all. The exercife of power in popular affem- 
blies has a mixture of effects, good and bad. 
It teaches a people, as it did the Athenians, to 
become wits, critics, and orators. It gives to 
every man one chance againit being opprefied, 
in allowing him to appear for himfelf. But it 
places him when accufed before rafh, precipitate, 
prejudiced, and inequitable judges; he is no 
more his own legiflator, than he is the matter of 
the people. And he is in fact fubject to a 
power, which is of all others the moft unftable, 
capricious, and arbitrary : bound by no law, and 
fubje&t to no appeal. For this reafon, Mr. 
Montefquieu has very wilely faid, that Demo- 
eracy and Ariftocracy are not by their nature 
free covernments *. | 


They are inferior in this refpect to certain 
fpecies of monarchy, where law is more fixed 
and the abufes of power are better reftrained. 


The Doétor farther obferves 7, OF concludes, 
f-om his definition, that Civil Liberty in the moft 
perfect degree can be enjoyed onty in fmall flates, 
where every member is capable of giving bis Juf- 
frage in per fon, and of being chofen into public 
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offices. It is true that democracy is tolerable 
only in fmall ftates; and the Doétor certainly 
means to fpeak of democtacy, when he makes 
this inference on the fubject of Liberty. But 
even in the {mallet ftates, the prefervation of 


public confiftency and juftice, the fecurity of 


private rights, mult ever recommend fome mix- 
ture of ariftocratical power, that may prove a 
check on the caprice of the people; and fuch a 
mixture took place in all the happieft inftitutions 


of antiquity. 


The Doctor owns *, that although Liberty 
be moft perfect in fmall ftates, it is not altoge- 


_ther banifhed from great ones: For, where all 


the members of a ftate are not capable of giving 
their fuffrages on public meafures individually and 
perfonally, they may do this by the appointment of 
Subfiitutes or representatives. 


In this conceffion, the Doétor begins to elude 
the force of his own definition; and when we 
confider how little in fome cafes the conftituent 
may know of what his reprefentative does, it 
appears, that by this device, men may be their 
own legiflators, without fo much as knowing 
that laws are enacted or propofed. And even 
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America, at the diftance of three thoufand 
miles of fea, may enjoy its freedom by fend- 
ing fubftitutes or reprefentatives to the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain. 


This indeed is one of the happieft inftitutions 
of mankind, and might be of ufe in fall as 
well as in great ftates, by giving every order 
of the people that share in the legiflature of 
their country, which 1s neceflary to guard their 
own rights, without enabling them to ufurp on 


the rights of others. But | muft ftill contend, 


that the Liberty of every clafs and order is_ 
not proportioned to the power they enjoy, but 
to the fecurity they have for the prefervation 


of their rights. 


In ftating this fortunate principle however, 


- theDottor very reafonably recommends a fair and 


adequate reprefentation, and makes fuch adefcrip- 
tion of pretended inadequate reprefentation, as I 
am afraid can hardly fail of being applied to the 
government of Great Britain*, The reprefenta- 
tives of feven millions are chofen by lefs than 
three hundred thoufand, and the whole is at- 
tended with ‘circum tances that make the Doétor 


exclaim, if is an abufe of language to Jays that 
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| fuch a ftate. poffeffes> Eiberty., And that: rather 
than be governed in fuch a manners it would per- 
haps be-betier to be governed by the. will of One 
Man without any reprefentation. 


_ The fa@ in our hiftory, I believe, is, that 
there never entered into the head of: any perfon 
able to bring it about, except Cliver Cromwell, 
the idea of having the people of Great Britain re- 
prefented. Perfons of a certain defcription were 
in the way of attending the. king in his wars 
| and in his. Parliaments. It appears that: they 
hy confidered this diffinction rather as a burden 
‘ than as 2 privilege, The kings were in ufe to 
a erant exemptions to the officers of their’ court, 
a and to others, The counties and boroughs 
| that fent fubftitutes were obliged to give them 
a. wages ; and fometimes, by the connivance 
| of fheriffs, eluded the duty, altogether, In 
if procels of time, however, a place in the King’s 
Court of Parliament became of more confe- 
quence. Deputies became willing te ferve with- 
out wages; boroughs revived their charters, 
Freeholders embraced their diftin@ion as a pri- 
vilege, and their reprefentatives improved it into 
a formidable power, which became of the great- - 
eft importance to themfelves and to. their <a 
country. So little however are mankind com- 
monly aware when they are laying in politics 
| ed the 
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the foundation. of the bef fuperftru@ures, The 
{pirit of the conftitution, the defign of the con- 
{titution, are the mere conftructions of fpecula- 
tive men; at leaft, they only mean the effect of 
| . the conflitution, which, notwithftanding the 
| difdain of our Author, has been.in many re- 
| {pects fuperior to the effect of any other. con- 

ftitution in: the Known world; and notwith- 

ftanding the high ideas of Liberty with which 
) ,it is contrafted does actualiy beftow upon its 
| fubjects higher degrees of Liberty than any other 
people are known to enjoy. 
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- It is known, that under all the defects of the i 

Britifh Legiflation, the fubject enjoys more fecus, : 

| rity than. was. ever. before enjoyed by any peos 

ple; and this. not accidentally, but by a very. 

natural tendency. of the conflitution, by lodging | 

legiflation in the hands of perfons interefted.in | 
| the juftice of the laws which they make, and by, e 

| giving to all the different orders of the ftate a il 

power to reje&t or amend every law that is like- q 

ly to be. grievous onithemfelves- It is lefs. ma- i 

terial who eleéts, than it is who may be elected. , 

For fo long as no one can, be elected without : | 

the qualifications of a Britifh commoner, the i 

- — interefts of the Commons. in the.lower houfe is 

fecure. | a 


7 The 


( 4 ) 


The experience of Europe, Afia, and Africa, 
fhould convince Dr. Price, that it is not bet- 
ter to be governed by one man than by fuch 
a reprefentation: but this hafty expreffion of 
the Doctor, fhows the danger of going fo faft 
in fearch of ideal perfection, which is apt to 
make us defpife what is attainable and obtained, 
for the fake of fomething subg: and 
fometimes abfurd. 


It is of great moment to extend the partici- 


“pation of power and government, as far as the 


circumftances and character of a people will 
permit; but extremely dangerous to confound 
this advantage with Civil or Political Liberty 5 
for it may often happen, that to extend the par- 
ticipation of power, is to deftroy Liberty. When 
ali the powers of the Roman fenate were tran{- 
ferred to the ‘popular affemblies, the Liberty 
of Rome came to an end. 


In general, to be free, is to be guided by one’s 
own will, but licentioufuefs is its oppofite™ 


Dr. Price feems to forget his own definition 
of Liberty, and admits the reftraint of crimes 


as neceflary to it: nay, admits that Liberty is 


PUP Sr ite. 
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not lefs infringed when the licentious multi 
“tude do what they pleafe, than it is when a fingle 
perfon does fo; although he feems to think, 
and perhaps juftly, that the former infringe- 
ment is the moft repairable and the leaft perni- 
cious of the two, p. 14. 


Dr. Price has very juftly obferved, that the 
imputation of omnipotence to any government, 
| except that of the ftrongeft, the moft numerous, 
| or the greateft force, is abfurd; and that even 
force cannot always fecure obedience. It muft 
be fatisfied with the alternative of obedience, of 
tortures, or of death. Government, whatever be 


force is but one; authority, refpect, public 
confidence, perfuafion, are the principal en- 
gines to be employed with the body of a well- 
meaning and innocent people: force is the en- 
gine to be employed againft criminals and flaves. 
And the government of mere force, in every in- 
ftance, either finds people flaves, or makes 
them fo. — 


It:is abfurd to fay, as fome writers have faid 
in the courfe of this paper-war, that there muft 
be in every ftate one fupreme uncontrolable 
power; for this never yet exifted in any ftate 


whatever, The defpotic Prince, in fearch of 
: -fuch 


its origin, muft employ various engines, of which © 
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fuch a power, finds, that. he changes the con: 


trol.of affemblies, councils, civil departments; 
or of men of education and virtue only, tocome 
under the control of Serjeants and ‘Cerporals. 
In our government, King, Lords, and Commons 
are not one power, but three collateral powers ; 
any one of which may ftop the motions of all 
the reft. This obfervation, however, takes 
nothing from the authority of their joint ats 
wherever they concur, nor had any one till now, 
from the extreme fettlements of Britifh fubjects in 
the old world, to their utmoft migrations in the 
new, doubted the validity of any fuch act. Dr. 


Price feems to regret that the efforts formerly 


made by our fathers in behalf of Liberty are 
no longer repeated; he fhould likewife regret, 
that our liberties are no longer attacked in the 
fame manner as in the times of our fathers. The 
conteft between the prerogative of the King and 
the privilege of Parliament is difcontinued : 
the King has influence enough in Parliament 
to agen the neceflary fapports of his govern- 
ment, though, I hope, never to obtain the 
{malleft refignation of the people’s right. In 
the conteft of our times, the parties are the 
pretenders to office and the holders of office. A 
noble conteft, though am ignoble caufe. I 
mutt call it a noble conteft, as it is undoubtedly 
one principle of life in our conflitution. It 
leads 


as ee, 
leads one party to watch the motions of adrni- 
niftration; and the other to be on their guard 
becaufe they are watched. As the matter now 
ftands, indeed, it is more the intereft of oppo- 
fition to ftop the ordinary movement of go- 
yverriment, than to prevent its adufes. If they 
can ftop the ordinary courfe of government, the 
minifter muft withdraw to make way for them- 
felves: but in preventing abufes, they only ob- 
lige him to change ill meafures for good, and 
by this means to take a firmer hold of his power. 
1 know that many ill confequences might be im- 
puted to the ftate of our parties ; but I am not 
for removing any one fafe-guard to freedom, 
until we have found a better. 


Dr. Price infers from his argument, that no 
one community can have ay power over the pro- 
perty or legiflation of another, that 15 not incorpo- 
rated with it by a juft and adequate reprefentation. 
P. 19. ' 


In this paffage, by the word Power, he cer- 
tainly means the right to have fuch a power; 
for it is an undoubted faét, that many ftates 
have: had the power. Even the admired and 
happy republics of Swifferland and Holland 
have their fubject towns and provinces ; and 
this nafcent republic of New England too, if it 

D acquire 
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acquire the independence which, under the de- 


nomination of Liberty i is projected for it, may 
come to have its fubjeét towns and provinces, 
and, among the foremoft, fome of thofe who 


‘are now fo fae to become partners of its re- 


volt againit the ftate. 


I do not contend for the right to any fuch 
power in any actual cafe, but I contend not only 


for the reality of the power, but for the right 


likewife in fome fuppofable cafes. No writer 
on the law of nature, that I know of, has de- 
nied that ftates or bodies politic may perform 


every act that any private party can perform; 


and if this be admitted, it follows, that they 
may, either by contraét or forfeiture, become 
tributary or fubje& to another ftate or body po- 


‘litic, as much as a fingle man may become the 


-fervant or debtor of another fingle man by ftipu- 
-lation or forfeiture, 


\ 


This maxim of the law of nature, I confefs, 
does not bind the Americans to contribute to 
the fupply of the Britifh Empire, unlefs it can 
be fhewn that they have received all the benefit 
of fubjects; and therefore have ftipulated to 
perform all the duties of fubjeéts, by the fame 
tacit convention that binds every inhabitant of 
Great Britain. 


I agree 
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T agree with the Doétor, that the fubjection , 
of one {tate to another is inexpedient, and often te 
calamitous for both; but this will not preclude : 
one member of the fame ftate, who has always 
made common caufe with another, from having . 
avery juft claim to expect a joint contribution 
to the common fupport. ! i 


After what has paffed between Great Britain t 
and her Colonies, whoever pretends that Great i: 
Britain fhould drop every claim of a return, i 
and the Colonies refufe to. make any return, q 
under every poflible fecurity to their property, : 
muft have very high notions of the generofity , 
incumbent on the one party, and aslow notions : 
of what is incumbent on the other. Nay, but G 
they have traded with us, and this is enough : i 
| and have not we traded. with them?. Have they | | 
given us their goods for nothing? Or have : 
they been careful to receive value? Or have Ps 
they taken lefs value than other nations would ¥ 
have taken? . Thefe queftions fhould be an- 
{wered before we are told that their trade has ti 
repaid us for all the blood and treafure we have 
expended in the common caule, and before it 
can be admitted that in the heights of profperity, 
at which they ray arrive, they are not bound — : 
under any form, or with any precautions, for the , 
remainder of their property, to contribute any . | | 
Cera part 


(20 ) 
part of it whatever to the common {upplies of 
the Empire. 


The Doétor owns that one ftate may become 
bound to indemnify another for an injury done 
them, or be bound to give fecurity againft fu- 
ture injury ; but who can fet limits to the poffi- 
ble rights thus eftablifhed in the claim of one 
ftate againft another. It is impoffible to tell 
how long a ftate may be tributary, or how much 
it may pay before it has acquitted a debt of in- 
demnification; or what precaution may be ne- 
ceffary to obtain, for the future, a fufficient 
fecurity againft injuries, The Romans, when 
they recovered Campania from its revolted inha- 
bitants, and from Hanibal, thought proper, 
for their own future fecurity, to abolifh the 
Municipal Senate, and affemblies of that pro- 
vince : Such meetings they confidered as a ftand- 
ing confpiracy againft- themfelves. In this I 
fhall not pretend to juftify their condu@, but 
fuppofitions may be made that would be fufi- 
cient to juftify it, and fuch as I fhall neither be 
willing to make nor apply to the American Co- 
lonies: But let no one contend, that in the ple- 
nitude of madnefs, they may not forfeit more 


to the ftate, than any one would be willing to 


exact from them. I will not fay what an impe- 


‘tious flate, like that of the Romans, fo often 


quoted 


~ 
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Sa, 
quoted in a fimilar cafe, would have exacted e 
and done; but if we are to hope that one party 
will-not inflict the penalty, we may hope like- 
wife that the other will not incur it. 


‘Writers on the Law of Nature fuftain the va- 
lidity of a fair contract in all cafes where the 
performance is poffible or lawful. T hat it is i 
| both poffible and lawful for one corporation or | 
1 em body politic to fubmit themfelves to the laws, : 
| and contribute to the fupplies of another, no one. t 
will doubt; that all corporations and bodies po- , 
litic belonging to the fame ftate are actually | 
under fuch a contract, no body ever que-— : 
tioned. : i 


No one can bind himfelf to receive the reli- 
gious opinions of another, becaufe his opinions 
are not in his power, but be may bind himfelf, q 
at oe 1 , °4qqe ° q 4 
if he pleafes, to pay a fhilling in the pound of F 
his eltate. : y oer 


But can one generation bind another? No 

doubt, in every lawful contract, as much as any t 

of " perfon can bind his heirs, or as._much as the late 
King of France could bind the fuccefiors to his 

crowm to leave Canada in the poffeffion of the 
Englifh. The Doéctor’s reafoning on this fub- 

ject takes away the obligation of treaties, or at 

beft 


| es Sa 
| 
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I beft makes them temporary agreements, to laft 
| for the lives of thofe who made them. 


i It is confeffed, that favours voluntarily con- 
if ferred, cannot be ftated as a ground of debt; 
but they who reft fo much on the affe@tion and 
oh attachment-of the Colonies:to the Mother Coun- 
hh try, ought to-allow fomething for the favours 
done by the Mother Country: to. her Colonies. 


a en 


The -Doétor attempts a diftinétion between 
the feparation of parts in the fame kingdom, 
and the feparation of parts in the fame empire, 
which I confefs I cannot comprehend; but if he 
lays fo great a ftrefs on the difference of names, 
he may be told, that Great Britain and its de- 
pendencies is not an Empire, but a kingdom. 
I fee -no warrantable part for mankind to aé 
under either denomination, but to acquiefce in | 
the government which Providence has given to 
their kingdom or their empire, until they are 
fure that they do not change it for the worfe; 
and in this, reformers upon general principle, 
however fanguine, are far from being fecure. 


It is the fafhion, however, I obferve, with 
fome writers, to give high expectations of the 
ereat perfection to which human nature is tend- 
‘ing, efpecially in America; for I think Old 

7 | England, 
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England, by their account, is degenerating, 
But a republic extending 1200 miles in one di- 
rection, and without any known bounds in the 
other, is ftill an experiment to be made in the 
hiftory of mankind. Our anceftors made the 
experiment in vain, within narrower limits ; 
they too had high expectations of what mankind 
were about to exhibit ; they thought the millen- 
nium and the kingdom of Chrift were at hand, 
but-they found, in their ftead, the iron reign of 
an ufurper, fupported by military force. It is 
charity, perhaps, to pray that if the Colonies 
muft break with us for ever, they may be more 
faithfully ferved by thofe they employ, than 
they themfelves have ferved their country. ‘The 
officer, perhaps, has not yet appeared, who, 
on that emergency, is to difmifs the Congrefs as 
Cromwell did the Parliament. But what title 
have they to hope for an exemption from the 
too common fate of mankind’; the fate that has 


ever attended Democracies attempted on too 


large a fcale; that of plunging at once into mi- 
litary government? The armies they form 
againft their country will need no other title to 
become their mafters. It is even fair to con- 
clude, from the hiftory of the world, that there 
is no time of more danger than thofe times of 
fanguine, of florid, and enthufiaftic expectation, 

I in 
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in which mankind are bent on great and hazar- 
dous change. 


Americans, however, ray ftill be thought 
out of this queftion; they feek no innovation; 
they are the parties that contend for the ancient 


eftablifhment. Their plea, however, I hope is 


better founded than this*. The Parliament of 
Great Britain has made laws for the Colonies 
from their firft eftablifhments. The charters of 
the Colonies fubjected them to taxes, and they 
have been taxed by acts of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment: Matters therefore were in their ordinary 
train, when the Americans ftopt fhort, and 
would proceed no farther. I will not, however, 
infift, that the change of circumftances may not 
have required a change of policy; and that, as 
the Americans are growing rich, and have fome- 
thing that tempts rapacity, they ought to have 
better fecurity for their property, than the conti- 
nuance of former practice will perhaps beftow. 
But, in this view of the conteft, what is to be 
done if the Colonies have a right to contend for 
new fecurities? Let them apply to the ftate with 
proper profeffions of duty, and reprefentations 
of the dangers they apprehended; but no one 


* See the Rights of Great Britain afferted againit the Clainis 
of America, 


can 
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can pretend that the ftate ought to yield up the 
ordinary way of conftituting a revenue, till a 
new and better way is fubfticuted in its place. 


The Doétor refers to the example of the Ro- 
mans, and bids us confider how much they fut- 
fered for having been the tyrants of other na- 
tions, and I fhall never recommend to any flate 
to follow their‘example. 


Dr. Price * has deduced, from our leading 
principle, viz. that every reftraint on the will of 
man is an introduftion of flavery, a number of 
confequences that feem to him incapable of be- 
ing difputed. Thete is, indeed, nothing that 
requires to be difputed, but his principle itfelf, 
for with that, the confequences muft fall. Its 
application, as he obferves, to the prefent que- 
ftion with America, is obvious ; and the principle 
indeed feems to be made for the application, 


and is fitted to juftify the defire of national in- 


dependence, under the name of Civil Liberty. 


The change of words has a mighty effect, even. 


in the frame of an argument. There is not an 
Enelifh gentleman, | believe, that would not 
(hrink from the thought of reducing millions of 
his fellow-fubjects to a ftate ot fervitude, and as 
few that will not be feized with indignation in 
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Hi being told that the Colonies aim at independ- 

Dil 7 ence, and will contribute no longer to the joint 
hi fupport of their commion country. 


; Hi We fhall be told, however, that the Colonies 
a do not aim at independence.—Yes, if they aim 
til at the Liberty defigned for them by Dr. Price. 
If they aim only at fecurity to their rights and 
| properties, let the queftion be fairly ftated, and 
| put in the train of pacific difcuffion, 


4 HDi The Doétoris pleafed to fay, that the queftion | 
ht of right, with all liberal inquirers, ought to be; 
not what jurifdiction over them, precedents, fta- 
s Hil tutes, and charters give, but what reafon and 
_ equity, and the rights of humanity give: This, 
‘ ii he fays, im truth, is a quefiton which no kingdom 
[i "bas ever had occafion to agitate. Xt is certainly 
a the firft time it ever was propofed that men 
| having any political eftablithments, - ftatutes, 
4 preceatenies, or charters, fhould at once demolifh, 
| 2 cancel, or fet afide all the maxims, records, or 
7 


| conventions on which every party muft rely for 
| the prefervation of his property, and from which 
_ alone he can learn the relation in which he ftands 
to the ftate, or to his fellow-fubjeéts. Why | 
has no kingdom ever had occafion to agitate 
fuch a queftion? Have no parties arofé in poli- 
tics before? Have no diftriés or corporations 
of the fame community claimed privileges and 


exemptions 


% 
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exemptions that have been difputed with them ® 
It is well known that fuch queftions have been 
agitated, and that parties uniformly referred to 
precedents, ftatutes, and charters for a deter- 
mination. - To bring queftions of this fort to 
any fuppofed tribunal of reafon, of equity, and 
humanity, is to fet human affairs afloat upon 
the fea of opinion and private intereft, and to 
deprive men of thofe charts, landmarks, and 
rules of failing, by which they were in ufe to be 
suided, and to direct their caule. 


It is certainly true, that no nation ever planted 
Colonies with fo liberal or fo noble a hand as 
England has done. But fhe has done fo on 
the plan of thofe very charters, ftatutes, and 
precedents which are now to be fet afide. And 
her having done fo much for her Colonies, is 
furely an unfavourable topic from which to in- 
fer the right of her Colonies to do nothing for 
her. It is indeed to be lamented, that, in the 
place of argument, this controverly is haften- 
ing to employ the fword. Bleffed were he that 
could bring it to a different iffue. But I hope, 
that neither the Americans, nor the advocates 
that plead for them, will think, that every con- 
ceffion fhould come from Great Britain. They 
have hitherto faid to the King of Great Britain, 
on his own territory, as the Romans faid to 

E;.2 Pyrrhus 
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Pyrrhus and to Hannibal, “ You muft evacuate 
“¢ this land before we will treat ;” and if this were 
granted them, it is likely they would be ready 
to declare what further conceflions they expect 
from the Crown and Legiflature of their coun- 


try. 


The Doctor * propofes to determine the juf- 
tice of the war by the objet of it; and this 
he collects from a flatute moved and carried in 
Parliament, undér the aufpices of a noble Lord, 
and of honourable gentlemen, who are the de- 
clared friends of America, and in whofe inten- 
tions the Americans repofe fuch confidence, that 
they have never once, as I have been told, com- 
plained of this declaratory law. From. this 
ftate of the eafe; that is, from the filence of 
America on this law, and from the friendly in- 
tentions towards America of thofe who ob- 
tained it; I am inclined to think, that this law 
cannot be the ground of the quarrel. 1 rather 
fufpe&t, that we are going to war about taxa- 
ation and property, than about fpeculative de- 
elarations of right; and that one party is very 
indifferent about laws that are to bring them 
nothing, and others about laws that are to take 
nothing from them. And on this fuppofition I 
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fhould think, the fair way of determining the e 


juftice of the claim, would be by ftating two , 
queftions. The firft, Whether the charters, fta- . 
tutes, and precedents 3 that is to fay, whether | i 


| the prefent conttitution of Great Britain refpect- 
| ing her Colonies; has committed a power of 
| "Taxation over America, to the legiflature of a 
| Great Britain. If this queftion fhall be decided : 
| sn the affirmative, as I am perfuaded it muft , 

be fo decided, it will follow, that the Leguifla- | , 

ture of Great Britain has yet incurred no blame 
| in utging a claim in which they were juftihed i 
by the conftitution of the ftate. | : ( 


T however moft willingly admic a fecond He 
queftion. Flas the fituation of affairs under- , 
gone any change that require a change of po. a 
licy and of meafures, that deferve the attention t | 
of the Legiflature, and on which the Colonies | 
ought to be heard with candour and patience, 
fo as to avoid, if poffible, inconveniencies to i 
| which, in a new fituation, old precedents, and | 
| even ftatutes and charters might carry us? 


The principal changes in our circumftances - a, 
are, that our Colonies, under the influence of G 
charters and ftatutes, have increafed in refources : 
and in people : that Great Britain is heavily 
if burdened, -and that now, from being at an or- | 
) .  dinary | 
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dinary expence in nurfing and proteéting her 
Colonies, fhe would gladly draw fome fthare of 


the public fupplies from thence. This fitua- 


tion, I confefs, is new, and may require fome 
{uitable policy. If the Parliament of Great 
Britain, as formerly, be to grant the money of 
the Americans ; the latter may think their pro- 
perty not fecure. At the fame time, if any 
party independent of the Parliament of Great 
Britain be to grant money to the Crown; this 
conftitution lofes one of its principal fecurities, 
the dependence of the Crown for fupplies on 
the Commons of Great Britain, 


Here is a difficulty, on which it-is not fur- 
prifing that parties fhould differ, and inadverts 
ently get into a very hearty quarrel, in which 
both may fuffer extremely before any one is able 
to find a folution. 


In ftating the queftion, I have pafied over 


many things which other perfons may think of - 


great conlequence, in order to come at what I 


‘apprehend every one will think fo. 


I do not write in order to perfuade my corre- 
fpondent, that the Legiflature of Great Britain 
fhould retain their unlimited power of granting 
the money of America. But I write under a 

! I deep 


“ 


See 


deep conviction, that the Americans ought to 
contribute to the fupplies of the empire. And 
that they ought now, before an indemnity 1s 
granted for the paft, to fpecify the taxes on 
which they will eftablifh a revenue for the ftate, 
and which, without augmenting the burden on 
them, may increafe with their refources their 
population and the immunities given to their 
trade; but fubje&t to no other alteration, with- 


out the confent of Parliament and their own. 


Or if they choofe rather to pay fome fixed pro- 
portion of what the Commons of Great Britain 
from time to time levy on themfelves, let them 
have it in the mode which they themfelves, or 
better judgments than mine, can determine. 


They have been told, that the Parliament of 
Great Britain will not tax them, if they are 
pleafed to tax themfelves. No fpecific tax, no 
fpecific fum has been mentioned to them ; and 
yet this propofition, coming from the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, has, by themfelves and 
by their advocates on this fide the water, been 
termed an infult. The plain Enghfh, I am 
afraid, is, that the Americans do not think any 
fupply from thence due to the flate of Great 
Britaw:., Or, that their advocates do not think 
they ought to grant any fuch fupply ull they 
themfelves are in power, The Americans may 

flatter 
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flatter themfelves, that if the party that now 
oppofes Government, were in power, they would 
obtain every favour and every conceffion. But 
they may be affured, that no Minifter in the 
councils of the King will furrender the un- 
doubted right of this country, to require from 
America fome fhare in the fupplies which are 
neceflary to fupport the the Imperial Crown 
and the Empire of Great Britain. If precau- 
tions be wanting to fecure the rights of that 
people in the mode of attaining this neceffary 
end, the parties may ftill have an opportunity 
of entering into a candid and fair difcuffion of 
this fubject. Commuffioners are foon to be ap- 
pointed by the King, who are to accompany 
his fleets and armies acrofs the Atlantic, doubt- 
lefs with the humane and merciful intention to 
fpare, by pacific means, if that is yet poffible, 
the effufion of blood. 


Inthis light the Colonies ought certainly tocon- 
fider this lenient meafure. And if they do, I think 
they ought to be ready on their part, to meet the 
advances of the King with dutiful reprefentations 
of the fecurities they deem neceffary in the future 
adminiftration of government refpecting them.— 
If no fuch ftep is taken, we may fairly conclude, — 
that they are intoxicated with the idea of fepa- 
ration and independence, and that they are re- 

folved 
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{clved not-to grant fupplies in any mode or tr 
any proportion whatever. And if this be their 
refolution, I am afraid the fword muft ftrike as 
well as be raifed; and tll they exculpate them- 
felves from the defign of withdrawing their alle- 
giance, and every fedohabie mode of fupply frem 
the Crown of Great-Britain, the wounds they re- 
ceive will appear to come from the hand of Juftice, 
and will remain unpitied by many perfons, who 
are far from withing to invade their liberties. 


It is likely that the councils of the King will 
incur more cenfure for the relu€tance with which 
they have armed the kingdom againft this re- 
volt, than they will for any fuppofed precipi- 
tation in urging matters to extremities. But it 
is a noble efror to have been flow in believing 
that Britifh fubjeéts, unmolefted in their reli- 
Sion of in their liberties, ftill in poffeffion of 
ha government by which they had arrived at 
fo much profperity, untouched in their property 
‘by any unprecedented invafion ; and if affailed, 
only affailed by penal ftatutes; to make compen- 
fation for an outrage done to the property and 
the trade of their fellow- fubjects ; : It was, fay, a 
noble error to be flow in believing that Britifh 
fubjects, ‘under this defcription, would have 
drawn upon themfelves and this nation all the 
horrors of a civil war. If we were taught to 
think them pufilanimous, they were certainly 
( F taugh 
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taught tothink our councils irrefolute, diftract- 
ed, and unftable; but both, I hope, will return 
from their errors, and exchange the {word for a 
more rational mode of arbitration. 


Dr. Price, being to confider the juftice of the 
war, recites all the pleas that may be offered 
by the ftate in fupport of coercive meafures, 
Thofe pleas he fuppofes to be, The neceffity of 
war to preferve the unily of the empire: our fupe- 


rigrity: our pretenfions as the parent ftate: the 


return due for our benefits: our fovereignty in the 
territory of America. The Doétor will own, 
that union is at leaft a defirable obje@, and will 
pardon our endeavours to preferve it, by the 
iame means that ftates, the moft moderate, have 
employed for this purpofe; the policy of a com- 
mon intereft, a common fenfe of duty, and the 
authority of acommon government. IJfany one 
contend, that we ought to rely on either of the 
former principles’ to the exclufion of the latter, 
and that we ought to refign either the authority 
or the force which government on occafion muft 
exert, I fhould fufpect that he does not with to 
have us united, nor even to leave us pofflefled of 
the common refources for the prefervation. of 
peace and good order, that all nations have em- 
ployed within their dependencies, 


IT mean 
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{ mean not to argue from the fecond topic. 
Nations do not found obligations of allegiance 
and duty on difference of wealth, numbers of 
people, or the fuppefed precedency of fcholars 
and learned men. I hope the remaining title, 
“however, will not be fo flightly treated. The 
name of Parent State is not an empty found. 
It carries the authority by which civil rights are 
eftablifhed and modified. If America derive 
nothing from this authority, why did its iettlers 
take any charters from the crown of Great- 
Britain? Or if they were emancipated by thefe 
charters, why is not their emancipation €X- 
prefied in fome fuch. terms as the following ¢ 
Whereas certain perfons mean to depart this our 
kingdom and form fiates apart, we bereby eman- 
cipate Juch per[ons, difcharge their allegiance to us, 
and difcontinue our protection, If, on the con- 
trary, they took poffeffion of their fettlements 
by grants of the Crown, if they have been uni- 
formly confidered as Britifh fubjects, amenable 
to the law and under the protection of the ftate, 
what title have they now to withdraw their al- 
legiance becaufe their fettlements were made in 
America, any more than if they had been on 
Hounflow-Heath or on Finchley-Common: 
The charters, the precedents, the ftatutes on 
which this right of the {tate is founded, can no 


more be difputed than the charters, precedents, 
F 2 and 
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and ftatutes on which the conftitution of the 
fate, refpecting any other part of its power, is 
eftablifhed. The utmoft any party can plead 
is, that circumftances are changed, : and require 
a new fyf{tem of policy, or at leaft fome addi- 
tional precautions, to give to the Britith fubjects 
of America the fame dechicg: or a fecurity as 
nearly as poffible the fame, with that which is 
enjoyed by their fellow-fubjeéts at home, 


Exaction of gratitude is but an ungracious 
plea; the fact 1s, that the ftate protected and 
encouraged that part of her fubjeéts on the fame 
‘mixed motives of political intereft and affection, 
that fhe protects and encourages every other 
member of the community, and there is no 
other member that has not an equal title to 
reject the claim of gratitude. It may again be 
repeated, that confidering what has pafied be- 
tween Great Britain and her Colonies, the Ame- 
ricans will be found to a& an odious part 
in this conteft; they are not fatisfied with the 
enjoyment of their municipal governments, and 
{uch a mode of contributing to the fupplies of 
the empire, as may be popiettent with the fafety 
of their perfons and their properties. 


The fovereignty of a territory, and the pro- 


perty of its land, every where admits of a dif- 
| 7 tinction. 


C7) 


tin@ion. ‘The {tate is undoubtedly fovereion of 
ail the territory on which any of her fubjects, 
under her protection, and by her charters and 
grants, have made any fettlements; and the ter- 
ritory of North America was, and is fubject to 
all the claims of fovereignty under the limita- 


tion of ftatutes and charters. I write from . 


memory, but appeal to the original deeds, 
whether fome of them did not give an exemp- 
tion from Taxation during a limited time, with 
an evident implication, that at the expiration 
of that term they fhould be fubject to taxa- 
tion like other Britifh fubjects. And whether 
others did not limit taxation to fpecific duties, 
mentioned with a like implication, that the 
right of taxation was entire while the exercife 
of that right was reftricted. 

But Dr. Price is willing to plead *, that the 
Colonies did fettle under the faith of charters, 
and we muft admit, that they have a right to 

all the immunities and exemptions granted them 
by ftatute, or by charter under the authority of 
ftatutes but let not their advocates plead the 


authority of charters in one page and reject 
them in the next. It is certain, that the Co- 
lonies were planted on the authority of law, and 
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never afpired to eftablith their privilege on a 
higher bafe. It is likewife probable, that all of 


them, at their firit fettlement, would have 


embraced, as an ample fecurity of their property, 
an exemption from every burden befides that of 
parhamentary taxation. How far this fecurity 
may now be deemed fufficient, I am willing to 


leave as a fubject of better and more able dif. 
cuffion, 


The remainder of Dr. Price’s, obfervations on 
the juftice of the war tend to prove, that the 
paft or prefent ftate of the conftitution refpect- 
ing the Colonies, is not precifely what it ought 
to be in the prefent ftate of the empire, nor fuch 
as it ought to be in the event of farther changes, 
of which he has ftated the poffible contingency ; 
and in this I do not pretend to decide, but hope 
that perfons better qualified will bring it to 
proper trial, not of force, but of political ex- 
pediency and national wifdom. 


Dr. Price, in the 2d Se@ion of the 2d Part of 
his Pamphlet, in which he inquires, whether the 
war with America is juftified by the principles of 
the confiitution, affets to confider the Americans 


‘as a ieparate people; and inquires, whether the 


war be made to ehablifh our ‘conftitution among 
them. If this queftion has any meaning at all, 
2 | oie a I ap- 
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I apprehend it fhould ftand, Whether, by the 
prefent conftitution of the ftate, the Legiflature 
of Great Britain is in poffeifion of a right to 
impofe taxes and to enact laws binding in Ame- 
rica? If they be in poffeffion of fuch a right, 
have they been known to abufeit? They have 
been in poffeffion of the right, and {carcely at 
all exerted it, But the Americans are now 
alarmed, and think that this right may be abu- 
fed ; let them come forward, therefore, and urge 
the precautions neceffary to be taken againit 


‘this abufe. If they will accept of no fecurity 


below that of independency, and total fepara- 
tion of commonwealth; this, I apprehend, they 
muft acquire at the point of the fword, But 
other and better remedies for the evil may yet 
be expected from the councils of a ftate that has 
been as remarkable for moderation, as for re- 
folution in the conduc of great affairs. 


Advocates in this caufe perpetually quote the 
fpirit and principles of the Britifh conftitution 
againft the letter and the fact. Do they mean 
its primeeval ftate, the intention of its founder, 
ot fomething elfe, that they fancy concerning it? 
Its primeeval ftate is very little known; and if 
it were, could not be admitted as the rule of 
proceeding in oppofition to fubfequent eftablifh- 
ments and compacts. In that flage which is 
called 
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called the feudal conftitution, the King had his 
domain or royal eftate, and had no other claim 
on his fubjects but their perfonal fervices in his 
wars. When he wanted fome extraordinary 
fupply, he fummoned his vaffals together, 
and made his propofition to them for that 
purpofe; they deliberated and refufed, or 
granted fometimes in commutation for mili- 
tary fervices, and fomtimes as a voluntary gift. 
The Conftitution was gradually raifed upon thefe 
foundations. ‘The Parliament became what it 
is, and the ftate in poffeffion of a maxim, that 
the King can raife no fupplies without confent 
of Parliament. This is the origin, and this is 
the fact in our conftitution; and right or wrong, 
till within thefe few years, or few months, with- 
in the Britifh territory of Europe, Afia, Africa, 
and America, Parliament was fuppofed omni- 
potent and irrefiftible : what change may now 
be made to accommodate forms to new fitua- 
tions, I hope may ftill be determined by a better 
decifion than that of the fword. But, till that 


is determined, I hope, that every good fubject 


will pay a proper refpeét to the faét, and the 
letter of the conftitution, whatever fancy he may 
have about the {pirit of it. We may with for 


improvements in the laws of the ftate, but till 
thefe are made, we muft abide by the law. as it 


{tands. 


In 


a 


In the next Section*, Dr. Price brings in 
queftion the policy of the war. with America, 


There is, in faét, no apology can be made for 
any war, befides the neceffity of it to maintain 


fome right, and fome right that is worth con- 
contending for at this expence. Whether Great 
Britain has. any fuch right now at ftake, and by 
what fteps this right came to be brought in 
hazard, are two feparate quetftions. 


I muft maintain, that until our union is le- 
gaily diffolved, the American Colonies are a part 
of the Britifh empire. That acts of fovereignty, 
from which Great Britain might, or did derive, 
material advantage, were exerted by the legifla- 
ture of Great Britain. That the act of naviga- 
tion, the acts limiting trade; the appointment 


of governors and other civil officers, the efta- } 


blifhment of a revenue, however inconfiderable, 


were all of them a&ts of fovereignty, in which | 


the ftate and people of Great Britain are deeply 
interefted. That the intereft of Great Britain, 
conftituted by thefe aéts of fovereignty, 1s now 


in-imminent hazard; and in all human proba- 


bility, to be fecured by that force alone with 
which the ftate fhall appear to be armed in fup- 
port of its own rights. So much has been faid 
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for the Americans in this country, and they have 
met with fo little controlin their own, that their 
pretenfions are likely to rife. If they prevail by 
force in reducing the power of legiflation, will 
they not take the fame opportunity to reduce the 
navigation act, and other every right of fovereign- 
ty? What isto hinder their proceeding to af- 
fume that independency, which is fo roundly 
preferibed to them under the denomination of 
Liberty? Are they not getting faft into a fitua- 
tion, in which the fovereignty of the Crown is 
likely to become as odious, at leaft to their 
leaders, as the power of the Legiflature itfelf ? 
One man is brought from behind the counter, 
to be member of a fovereign Conerefs; an- 
other to be one of five that wield the execu- 
tive power of a great empire: others are pro- 


‘moted proportionally, though to inferior fta- 


ions; and may entertain hopes of rifing to the 
higheft: one man 1s raifed from a dealer in 
horfes to be a general, another from a barber 
to beacolonel; all of them, I make no doubt, 


well qualified for the ftations they fill: but 


whether they be or no, likely to be fond of their 
dignities, and unwilling to part with them; 
ready to employ all their authority, all their 
credit, all the force they can command to pre- 
vent the return -of peace, which muft bring the 
downfal of their power, and fend them again to 
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their trades and their obfcurtty ; what but a 
proper force, and a proper afpect of determina- - 
tion, on the part of Great Britain, can bring 
fuch perfons as thefe to reafon, or deliver out of 
| their hands the bulk of the fober and the in- 
| . duftrious people of America? who, feeing their | 
| properties and their peace at. ftake, will. be i 

glad to return to the bofom of the ftate, and i 
| be happy to receive fuch fatisfa@tion on the 
future fecurity of their property and civil rights, 
as I hope no generous or candid mind can ever 
entertain any idea of refufing them. 


Men are indeed, as Dr. Price obferves, too _ 
apt to be governed by the luft of power, by re- 
| venge, and by other deteftable paffions. But are 
thefe paffions unknown in America? Have the 
leaders in this revolt no ambition, no revenge 
to gratify, or would it be prudent in any ad- 
miniftration to truft to the moderation and can- 
dor of parties, who have foared already fo high 


\ 


above the condition of fubjeéts, and who have 


fuch an intereft in perpetuating a breach to which 
they owe fo much perfonal confequence ? 


| It may be confeffed, that as matters now 
ftand, the Americans are not likely to acknow- 
ies ledge the moft evident rights of Great Britain, 
| farther than thofe rights are fupported by force. | 
| | G2 But a 
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But it will be afked, How came we into this 


fituation? Is not the war, though neceflary now, 


the fequel of many unnecefiary fteps, that being 
difcontinued in time, would have prevented it 


entirely? Te may be fo, and fo have been the ~ 


greater number of wars that have affi@ed map- 
kind. Difputes arife, provocations become te- 
ciprocal, and evils accumulate. The beginnings 
are admitted, becaufe no body perceives th 
end; and every fool is a wife man after the event 
has fhown him what was coming. | 


I am willing to own, that Dr. Price is inclined 
to cenfure meafures, rather than to ftrike at men. 
That for this purpofe he recals to our- memory, 
the policy of many years, fraught with inftruc- 
tion to thofe who are now to aét on the fcene of 


_ public affairs. He predicts, though I hope rafhly, 


the lofs of America; and to make us fenfG- 
ble how much we are to lofe, he paints in the 
mott favourable colours, the happy ftate at which 
that country at the beginning of thefe hottilities 


had arrived, and the growing importance of its: 


trade to Great Britain. I hope, however, it will. 
be remembered, that the Colonies arrived at this 
happy ftate under the influence of Britith policy, 
and under the undifputed right of the Britith 


‘Legiflature to bind them in all cafes whatfoever : 


and as we have fo long profpered together, under 
| , | this. 
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this policy; that the Doctor’s prediction may 
ftill prove falfe ; that a moderate fhare of public 
fpirit and good intention, on that fide ofthe 


water as well as on this, may ftill fave to all par- 
ties their reciprocalcadvantages, without incur- 
ring the inconvenience that either apprehends. 


But for this purpofe, as we are perpetually: 


alarmed with the hundreds of thoufands that 
the Americans can arm, I. am afraid that Bri- 


tain muft not come to the conference unarmed, 


or in a ft. to be infulted. 


~ 


I write in every page on the fuppofition-that 
negociation may take place; and who, but in- 


fermak fpirits, would ever go to war with any. 
other intention than to obtain an equitable: 


peace. The party on whofe fide the averfion to 


treaty: lies; will be anfwerable for the: confe-: 


quence, 


As for the trade of America, I am ready to: 
allow itas high as the advocates of America are 
pleafed to make it. Be it granted that we: fold 
them our goods at our own price; but unlefs this 
price was. a higher than we received from other 
markets, unlefs it was. better paid, I do not fee. 
why. this trade is preferable to any other vent for. 
our commodities. -Even if the price were 


- higher, which I am told it was not, the flow 
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returns of this market rendered it lefs profitable 
than many others we have had and ftill may 
have. ° 


But have the Americans a right to withdraw 
their trade from our merchants and manufac- 
turers, as well as their fupplies from the ftate ¢ 
If they have not, why fhould it be fuppofed that 
they mean to carry the lines of feparation be- 
yond the bounds which they themfelves, and 
their advocates, affect to prefcribe. Trade is 


the child of intereft, and will follow where its 


parent leads. But the right of fovereignty mutt 
be maintained by authority, and fometimes by 
force. The fubjects of Great Britain do not 
claim a right of fovereignty, neither in Europe 
nor in America; but they expect from each 
other, and from the Americans, the reafonable 
co-operation of fellow-fubjects; and the ftate 
itfelf muft: maintain its fovereignty in both, If 
any part of the monarchy withdraw its allegi- 
ance, the remainder muft repel fuch an infult 
with their blood. . 


We are, in this argument, threatened with 
the attacks of enemies from abroad, while we 


are engaged in a war with our Colonies. But 


the advocates of America, it is hoped, do not 
with that the ftate of Great-Britain fhould bow 
the 


nt 
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the head to foreign nations, as well as to her own 
fubjects. If our quarrel be momentous and 
jutt, we muft fupport it or perifh, be the enemy 
who he will. But we have had our wars, and 
none of our enemies have yet had caule to re- 
joice in the effet of their arms againft us, I 
am, however, inclined to believe, that this alarm, 
as it is injurious to the honour of nations with 
whom we are at peace on the faith of treaties, 
fo it is injurious to their fagacity, and difcern- 
ment of their own political intereft. What are 
they likely to gain by erecting the colonies of 
North-America into a power.independent of 
Britain ? Will their own Colonies become more 
dutiful after this example of a fuppofed fuccefs- 
ful revolt ? Or will they have lefs to fear in be- 
half of their Welt-India fettlements, from this 
rifing confederacy, than they have from Bri- 
tain? The new enemy will be nearer to thofe 
- fettlements, and have many more advantages in 
- {éizing them, than the old. a 


Few perfons are qualified to enter the lifts 
with Dr. Pricc, on the fubjec&t of accounts and 
calculations; but this alone will not enable us, 
in particular cafes, to decide the great queftions 
of national right. Paper-currency and public 
debt are the confequences of a fortunate confti- 
tution, and of an unlimited credit both public 
and 
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and private. They have given us the advantage 
in many a conteit to ferces fuperior to our own ; 
and the evil, though great, by our Author’s 
account, is fufceptible of a cure. It is probably 

in order to urge this cure, that the defperate~ 
ftate of the patient is fo much explored. Such 
admonitions go home to Minifters of State, who 
can verify or difprove the faéts, and will not be 
fhaken by falfe allegations. The people, how- 
ever, are in more danger, and in the moft flou- 
rifhing time of the Public, ‘may fuffer as much 
from a falfe alarm of bankruptcy, as they could 
from a real one, A falfe and wanton alarm of 
fire, in a crowded theatre, has coft many lives; 
but they who alarm us fo loudly on the fubject 


of public credit, may have the confolation to 


know, that their own accounts are not fully 


credited, otherwife we fhould have the people 


of England crowding into every avenue that 
leads to the, Bank, ae treading each other to 
death, with t eager hafte to get forward while 
any cath was to be had for their paper. 


Mott people, however, believe, that ‘it is not 
neceflary for_a great kingdom to have all its 
riches in cafh; and. even the example of the 
Americans, whofe advantages Dr. Price is not 
on the prefent occafion inclined to decry, will 
ierve to prove, that a people, with no better re- 

fource 
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fource than a paper circulation, may rufh into 
the midft of alarming convuilions. The Ame- 
ricans have reafon to believe, that their country 
will be a feat of war, and yet carry on their 
operations with paper. Wall not ihe landing of 
a few troops on their coafts, infurrecizons threaten- 
ing a revolution of government, or events that pro- 
duce a general panic, operate 1m America as they 
would do in Evrope 2* And put an end there, as 


it would any where elfe, to the fubfiftence of 


armies, and to every fpecies of traffic that de- 
pends on the faith of paper, or the credit of a 
government that fuppoies a revolution in or- 


der to give it any being. 


But if in the prefent conteft with America 


our revenue is likely to decline, and if the 
whole of it be fcarcely adequate to the difficul- 
ties in which we are involved ; this does not ap- 
pear a proper argument to convince us, that we 


is ita very liberal apology for the Americans re- 


fufing to bear any part of the burden, of which 
a confiderable part was incurred in their own 
caufe. In their caufe fingly, if they perfift. and 
prevail in gaining that Liberty of independence 
which is now pointed out to them; but in our 
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common caufe if they continue united with us, 
and bear a juft_ proportion of our burdens, . 


In ftating the honour of the nation as affeded 
by the war with America, Dr. Price fuppofes, 
that the claims of the ftate are wrong, and that 
the refiftance of the Colonies is juft. On this 
fuppofition, the argument is unanfwerably for 
him; and the conceffions of juftice, however 
late, would, at leaft to our fellow-fubjedcts, be 
honourable. But this, I humbly conceive, is 
begeing the queftion. Hitherto the State has 
proceeded in the tract of precedents, and fol- 
lowed the rules of law and of charters. Ifa 
change be expected, the grounds of it fhould be 
laid in amicable reprefentation, not in open war 
and hoftility. Nations are like private men, 
they may commit errors, but muft not fuffer 
themfelves to be kicked even into reafon. When 
the parties are once armed, a great nation muft 
attend to its reputation, as well when it fheaths 
as when it employs the fword. If the Ameri- 
cans refufe upon any terms, whether in con- 
junétion with, or in fubordination to the Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain, to furnifh any part of 
the public fupplies, it is by no means neceffary, 
in order to juftify the ufe of the fword againft 
them, that they invade this ifland. If a perfon 


refufe the payment of his juft debts, he may be | 


compelled 
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compelled to do right in his own habitation, no 
lefs than if he had actually entered with violence 
the houfe of his creditor. 


We are faid to afflume as much power over 
the Americans as either the Genoefe or the 
French could affume over the Corficans. The 
State of Great-Britain had affumed nothing but 
the power of protecting her Colonies, when her 
conftitutional powers in America began to be 
denied, and her authority fpurned. What has 
happened fince is furely matter of regret, at 
—deaft, if not of juft cenfure, to the warmelt 
friends of America. A daring breach of peace 
and violence to property was committed, and 
went unpunifhed. Direct war has been levied 
in return for penal ftatutes. And inflead of 
reparation to their fellow-citizens for the da- 


mage done by the citizens of Bofton, we are 


told, that they are an independent republic, and 
no longer accountable to the laws. 


We are bid to think of the allies of the Ro- 
mans in Italy, how they claimed to be enrolled 
as citizens of Rome; how they fought, and how 
the ftate perifhed in the ftruggle. The claim 
of thofe allies was, by every reafonable perfon, 
thought to be fraught with diforder and public 
ruin. It was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the moft 
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éahdid and virtuous citizens of Rome. “The 
multitude of the people, in the place of aflembly, 
but too often made a feene of confufion. It 
was not thought neceflary to bring an acceffion 
of the whole populace of Italy to {well the tu- 
mult. “The event of the war was fatal to Rome; 
not becaufe the claim of the allies was refufed, as 
Dr. Price’ feems to infinuate, but becaufe it was 
_ granted; and the fequel proved a ftriking ex- 
| i | ample of what the Doctor does not feem to ap- 
pl _ prehend, that the power of the people is not 
| | _, the good of the people. Their liberty funk as 
| 


| their, power increafed, and perifhed at laft by 
| the very hands that were employed in fupport 
| . Of the popular caule. | 


1 We are bid to. confider* how far we are | ‘7 
. Wy likely ‘to fucceed in the prefent war. The 
reader will pleafe to obferve, that fuccefs in war 


| 

! is aterm of uncertain meaning. It may ftand j 
| for the extermination of an enemy on the one ( 
WW hand, or for the moft equitable terms of peace 

| | that can be obtained on the other. If the Doc- ; 

\| tor means the firft, I hope that we fhall not fuc- 


x ceed. If he means the fecond, I hope we fhall 
| fucceed; and if the Americans be actuated by 
any thing fhort of frenzy, they will not refign 
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their property and their peace, burn their own 
towns, and fly to the defert, as the Doctor in- 
finuates, to avoid embracing us once more as 
their brethren, and concurring with us upon 
foine equitable and fafe* ground, in fupporting 
the common caufe of the ftate. This I fhall 
call vidlory; and a victory to all the ingenuous 
and well-informed natives of America, as well 
isto thofe of the fame defcription in Britain. | 


» Some individuals among them, who meet in 
Conerefs, or {tand ‘at the head of armies, as the 
Lords of America, may think the reunion of 
the Empire a defeat; but to every one elie, I 
hope, it will appear a new @ra of profperity, 
and glory to the ftate. 


fj 


Dr. Price fuppofes *, contrary to the leffon 
: of independence, which, under the denomina- 
tion of Liberty he has read to the Americans,’ 
that they may ftill be willing to remain in the 
pofona of the ftate, and on the fame bottom with’ 
their fellow-fubjeGts in Britain: But ‘in what 
fenfe, and to what effect, remain on the fame’ 
| bottom with us ? Will they acknowledge the law’ 
| of the (tate, and contribute fome reafonable pro- 
) _ portion toward its fupport ? Will they be con- 
| tented with a reafonable fecurity, admitted in 
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the form of granting this fupply, that it fhall } 
not be augmented without their own confent? 

If ever any fuch propofal had come from Ame- | 
rica, | am perfuaded it might have ferved as the i 
foundation of friendfhip, and terminated in fome 

happy arrangement, But if, by maintaining 

their union with us, they only mean to continue wigs | 
the practice of calling upon our fleets and ar- 

mies to defend them when attacked, without 
contributing any thing to fupport the power that s. 
protects them, I do not fee what intereft the Py | 
{tate has in this union. Nay, but they are wil- 
ling to leave us the command of their trade. I 
confeis I do not fee the wifdom of this policy 
on the part of America; we are arrived at an 
age of experience, in which all parties might fee 
the expedience of exchanging reftri€tions on 
trade for compenfations in revenue. If the ftate 
were difpofed to opprefs, the might do fo as 
effectually by reftritions on trade, as by impofi- 
tions of taxes, And I believe, that if the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, in its difputes with the 
Crown, had chofen rather to leave the trade of 
the people at its mercy, than to grant its fup- 
plies, the Public would have long fince fuffered j 
feverely by the choice. — 


bw cs 


I am forry that Dr. Price fhould endeavour to 
flatter the Americans on a fuppofed averfion of 
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the people of Great Britain to this war, or im- 
pute to this circumftance the fuppofed flow pro- 
grefs made in recruiting the army. The aurfery 
of the army in this country confifts in the fuper- 
numeraries of our manufacturers, and labour- 
ing hands. Had the American leaders, by 


fhutting their ports on our traders, diftreffed us 


as they propofed, recruits for the army would 
have been but too eafily found; but as matters 
now ftand, our armaments muft increafe with 
their ufual pace. If, to avoid loading the pub- 
lic, by means of new levies, with an enormous 
half-pay lift at the end of the war, it is to be 
opened with a fupply of foreign troops, I hope 
it -will clofe with them too; and that in what- 
ever manner the firft army that goes to America 
is compofed, it will fatisfy the people of that 
country that peace with Great Britain is better 
than war. 


J am farther forry, that Dr. Price fhould fiat- 


‘ter the Americans on the fubjeét of their own 


{trength, and of our weaknefs. If the Doctor 
were pleafed to recolleé&t a few mote of the paf- 
fages of hiftory, with which he is fo ‘well ac- 
quainted, he would obferve, that no general, 


being to invade a country, thought himfelf . 


obliged to have an army in numbers equal to the 
natives; and that moft of the unhappy con- 


quelts: 
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quefts recorded in the hiftory of mankind were 
made with {mall armies, who, having the fupe- 
riority of difcipline, made a progrefs the more 
rapid that their numbers were few: in ‘hort, 
that {mall armies have done more than I hope 
the arms of Great Britain will have to do in 
America; they have reduced, and kept in fub- 
jection, extenfive countries, replenifhed with 
numbers of people, not of the weak and effemi- 
nate alone, but of the moft warlike and fierceft 
nations that are known in hiftory. 


The Romans, a little before the fecond Punic 
war*, muftered in Italy feven hundred thoufand 
foot, and feventy thoufand horfe; yet this coun- 
try was invaded by Hannibal with twenty thou- 
{and fogt, and fix thoufand horfe +: The great- 
eit part of it was reduced, and remained in the 
hands of this enemy for fixteen years. With 
how fmall an army did Czefar reduce four hun- 
dred independent Certons, and fierce nations in 
Gaul? With how few did he afterwards invade 
Italy itfelf, and with how few did he reduce the 
whole Roman Empire? Were the Saxons that 


landed in Britain fuperior to the Britons; the 


Danes to the Saxons, or the Normans to the 
Englifh ¢ On this point, therefore, I fhould be 
forry to flatter the Americans, The diftrations 
~ *-Polyb,i lib, ii. c. BAe a + Ibid. lib. iii, ¢. 60. - 
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that arife in a country that is invaded, turn the 
fuperiority of numbers into diforder and weak- 
nefs. The Americans have not yet met the 
Britifh foldiers on the plain, and when they do, 
their numbers, I imagine, will not avail them 
much. 


Thave as high a fenfe of what men ought, 
and will do, in'defence of their liberties, as any 
man: But I flatter myfelf, in the prefent cafe, 
that, unlefs the Americans miftake indepen- 
dence and feparation of commonwealth for Li- 
berty, that they will not think themfelves called 
upon to try the force of this principle. | 


I fhould willingly, with Dr. Price, in the 
clofe of his pamphlet, or while he is haftening 
to the conclufion *, rejoice in the profpect of a 
power growing in America that fhall aftonifh 
the world. If it were not propofed to raife this 
power by difmembering the ftate of Great 
Britain, and by ftripping her of a branch fhe 
has nourifhed with fo much care, and which by 
having partaken with her in every national ad- 
vantage, is now in condition to bear an equi- 
table part in her burdens ; and which certainly, 
on every principle of juftice, human and divine, 
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is not now entitled to fay, we need you no 
longer, and will take no father part in your 
affairs. : 


I confefs that I think, when the caufe of our 
country is at ftake, impartiality is but a doubt- 
ful virtue. It may be noble to wifh that our 
country fhould do no wrong, and it may be 
lawful to ftay her hand when rafhly lifted up 
againft the weak and the. helplefs; but when 
{words are drawn, to beat down that of a friend 
while the enemy is ftriking, I am afraid, is per- 
fidy. 


The Americans, it is true, are not come 
here to invade us; but they with-hold the 
rights of Great Britain, and oblige us to invade 
them, which is a no lefs juftifiable ground of 
hoftility. When citizens, of Great Britain anti- 
cipate with joy the independent or feparate 


greatnefs of America, it is natural to fuppofe, 


that they think the difmemberment of this em- 
pire will bring us back only to what we were 
about a century ago; diminifh our luxury, give 
a check to many vices, and by landing us down 
a few fteps on the fcale, only renew our endea- 
vours to remount again. This, however, is not 
of a piece with the hiftory of mankind ; nations 
in their progrefs, though weak and inferior to 
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their neighbours, fpurn their condition, and 
continue to advance from the bottom to the top 
of the fcale. But nations that have been high 
can feldom bear a fall; they fink in fthe cale 


with a retrograde motion as rapid as they ad- 


vanced. Is Great Britain then to be facrificed 
to America; the whole to a part, and a ftate 
which has attained high meafures of national 
felicity, for one that is yet only in expectation, 
and which, by attempting fuch extravagant plans 
of Continental Republic, is probably laying 
the feeds of anarchy, of civil wars, and at laft 
of a military government, fo much that, in this 


great conteft, Dr. Price might have ventured to _ 


fay, that the friends as well as the enemies of 
America may not know what they are doing ? 


I am happy to find inthe conclufion of this 
Pamphlet *, that Dr. Price, notwithftanding the 
language of independence which he has taught 
the Americans, is pleafed to repeat with fome 
expteffions of approbation, a motion for peace, 
fuggefted by a noble Lord, in which the union, 
dependency, and participation of America in 
the burdens of the Empire are included as part 


of the plan. The propofal does honour to the 


noble Lord; and if it had actually come from 
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Ameriea, I thould-have thought it an equitable 
ground upon which to open a council of deli- 
beration with the moft friendly intentions. I 
fhould have prayed that, while the delibera- 
tions were open, parties. would agree-to a 
cefiation of arms, and a fufpenfion of penal fta- 
tutes. But I fee not the ufe of fabricating plans, 
of which the firft ftep always is a conceffion on 
the part of the ftate, without any overture of 
fubmiffion on the part of its fubjets. Thefe 
fubjects have treated plans of the minority with 
the fame contempt that they have treated aéts 
of Parliament or refolutions of the majority, 
and feem to be determined to bring this conteft 
to an iffue more agreeable to the enemies of 
Great Britain than to its citizens and friends. 


P. 5S. I know not how the tenets of any 
"party may be affeéted by what I write, but my 
paper is now in your hands; if you publith 
it, I fhall become the Author of a Pamphlet ; 
and in that cafe beg of you to remember, that we 
Pamphlet-writers of every condition miftake 
ourfelves for ftatefmen, and fo decide and advife 
without referve. But that, not being fingular, 
you will treat me no worfe than you have done 
others of the fame defcription. Our efteem 
with many is fallen; but our confequence with 
a warm-hearted and realoning people, who like 
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to be confulted in their own affairs, merits the 
interpofition of the beft informed and beft ins 
tentioned perfons in the kingdom. My {mall 
pretenfions being only to a fhare of the laft 
gratification, I hope to meet with fome indul- 
gence on the firft. And am, 


Your’s, &c. 
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